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freedom to be denied, and teachers to become active in the Communist party. Such
great emphasis was put on scholarship grants that some 60 percent of university
students in the social science fields were being subsidized by the state. Plans were
made to increase the number of university students in the East zone. The entire
objective was to create a younger generation molded by Communist philosophy in the
shortest possible time.
In the Western zones much more attention was paid to the wishes of the German
people. Reform was conducted by discussion rather than by fiat. This meant that
educational traditions could be reasserted. As a result, much of the old two-track
system was retained, with upper classes divided from lower classes. Furthermore, the
denominational school system wherein religious instruction was supported by public
funds was reestablished, especially upon the insistence of Catholic groups and aided by
the power of the dominant Christian Democratic party. Religious influences grew
steadily stronger.
Russia
Taking the period from 1850 to 1950 as a whole, one of the most momentous social
facts for the entire world was the emergence of Russia from the wings of the European
political stage to the front and center. By the end of the period the most powerful
actors were no longer the nations of Western Europe but the outliers of Western
civilization, the Soviet Union and the United States. Not least of the factors involved
in the new role for Russia, along with its industrial development, the Communist
Revolution, and the military outcomes of the twentieth-century wars, was the modern-
ization of Russian education. This process was building up, albeit in fits and starts,
well before the massive commitment to modernization given by the Communist regime
following the Revolution of 1917.17
However, the disastrous defeat at the hands of the Turks and British and French
in the Crimean War led to a reassessment of the Empire's social and economic
hierarchy as well as to its educational provisions. Alexander II (1856-1881) began his
reign, as several of his predecessors had, on a wave of liberal reforms. The serfs were
emancipated in 1851, education was assigned to newly created local administrative
units (zemstvos) which were elected in the districts and provinces. From 1864,
primary and secondaiy schools were to be administered by the school boards of the
zemstvos. Within twenty years there were some 18,000 secular schools so established,
including three types of secondary schools similar to the German gymnasium, real-
gymnasium, and realschule. Universities were permitted a reasonable amount of
self-government and encouraged to develop new programs of scientific research and
secular philosophy. For a decade or two under such liberals as A. V. Golovnin, N. I.
Pirogov, and Constantin D. Ushinski, it appeared that Russia was on the highway to a
modern educational system to rival those of the West. Certainly, in the fields of
17 See Bibliographical Notes, pp. 586, 588.